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The Rectory, Warwick Square, Carlisle.  CA1 1LB 
Tel. [01228] 521509     Fax. [01228] 599193 

Website: www.olsjcarlisle.org.uk 

Email: olsjcarlisle@btconnect.com 

December 13th., 2009  
Gaudete Sunday 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Special Collections 
Today and Next Sunday, there will be a second col-

lection for Father Henry’s educational project in Sierra 
Leone. 

Thank you for your magnificent response to the 
appeal for those affected by the recent floods.  The 
amount collected was £714.43.  Thank you for your gen-
erosity.  There will be further opportunities over Christ-
mas to support flood victims as well as the parishioners 
of St. Andrew’s Anglican parish, Thursby, whose church 
was recently devastated by fire. 

First collections at Masses on Christmas Day, in 
this diocese, form a major part of priests’ annual salaries.  
Thank you for your support. 

Morning Prayer  
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated each 

morning, Monday to Saturday, at 9 a.m. and all are wel-
come. 

Choir Practice  
Choir practice is held most Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in 

Church.  New members are always welcome - we are cur-
rently preparing music for Christmas as well as Advent!  

The Bethlehem Construction Company … 

… will meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Monday, 14th. Decem-
ber, to construct the crib.  No tools required just “brawn 
& brains”, minimum wages, see Larry, Company Man-
ager. 

First Reconciliation & Holy Communion, 2010 
The date for First Holy Communion next year will 

again be on the feast of Corpus Christi, which falls on 
Sunday, 6th. June.  If your child is interested in prepar-
ing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation & 
Eucharist, please talk to Fr. Michael or Yvonne Gibson. 

Diocesan Directories 
These will be on sale from the Repository after 

Masses on Sundays or from the Rectory, price £2.50. 

Rejoice will be leading the singing at 4.30 p.m. Mass 
next Sunday. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

When did you see the first “Book your Xmas [!!] meal 
now” advert, outside a pub or restaurant?  I know that, 
when I  saw the first one this year, it was still August and  I 
was on my summer holidays! 

The “run-up to Christmas” seems to start earlier & ear-
lier every year.  Of course, this has nothing to do with the 
real meaning of Christmas.  It’s just an attempt to capture 
as much of the commercial market that, unfortunately, is so 
much a part of the modern celebration of the Christmas 
Feast. 

Faced with the reality of “Christmas breaking out every-
where” - from mid-November at the latest! - it’s tempting 
to get into “the Christmas spirit” ourselves and start pre-
empting the Feast.  Obviously, we have to be a bit flexible 
and some of this is unavoidable.  Schools present Nativity 
plays, choirs give Christmas concerts and work colleagues 
& friends who can’t see each other at Christmas itself ar-
range celebrations. 

The Church, however, in her Liturgy, especially in the 
Mass & Divine Office, challenges us to keep Advent and 
celebrate Christmas.  Today, “Gaudete” or “Rejoice” 
Sunday”, music is not restricted to accompanying the sing-
ing and we express our joy as we look forward to celebrat-
ing the Feast of our Saviour’s Birth.  But, overall, the Ad-
vent note is restrained, watchful and prayerful.  Try to im-
merse yourself in the spirit of this holy season, especially 
by celebrating Mass, the Evening Prayer of the Divine Of-
fice & by coming to the Advent Taizé Liturgy on Friday 
evening - it will be beautiful, I promise! 

With all my love and prayers, 
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PLEASE take your newsletter home with you and 
keep yourself  informed about what’s happening 

in your parish. 



Sunday, 13th. 
December 
THIRD 
SUNDAY of 
ADVENT 

10 a.m. 
3.30 p.m. 
4.30 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

Joseph Gallagher     Anniv. D. 
Evening Prayer & Benediction 
The Holy Souls 
Mass in Polish 

Monday 
St. John of the 
Cross 

9 a.m. 
12.10 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Anthony Styles     Int. 

Tuesday 9 a.m. 
12.10 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Edward & Jennie Jones      
Anniv. D. 

Wednesday 9 a.m. 
12.10 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Annie Blackhurst   Anniv. D. 

Thursday 
 

9 a.m. 
9.15 a.m. 
12.10 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
No Mass at St. Gabriel’s      
Raymond & Veronica  Forster 
Anniv. D. 

Friday  9 a.m. 
12.10 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Isaac Brown     Anniv. D. 

Saturday 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, 20th. 
December 
FOURTH 
SUNDAY of 
ADVENT 

9 a.m. 
12.10 p.m 

. 
12.40 p.m. 

 
10 a.m. 

 
11.am 

 
3.30 p.m. 
4.30 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

Morning Prayer 
Dec’d. members of the K.S.C. 
Council 60 
Adoration of the Holy Eucharist 
 
Bob, Paul & Michael Reay  
Anniv. D. 
Baptism Rita Christina Anetto 
Correia 
Evening Prayer & Benediction 
Cyril Knowles   Anniv. D. 
Mass in Polish 

Liturgies this week 

Please pray for those who are sick :  Mary Devlin,  Celia 
Gonella,  Altea Johnstone,  Bernadette Osman,  Norman Phillips,  
Ann Schrubba  and  Bill Traynor; 
for those lately dead:  Patricia Cardiff,  Father Bernard Hearty;  
for all whose anniversaries are about now:  Annie Blackhurst,  
Isaac Brown,  Raymond & Veronica Forster,  Joseph Gallagher,  
Edward & Jennie Jones,  Cyril Knowles,  Bob, Paul & Michael 
Reay. 

For your diary:  
Sunday, 13th. December 
Children’s Christmas Party  This year, the party has had 
to be cancelled due to the fact that only a few tickets were 
sold.  This could be because children have too many parties 
this year! or some other reason.  We will make sure that, 
next Christmas, there will be one. 
Evening Prayer this afternoon will be enhanced by the 
presence and singing of our choir. 

Thursday, 17th. December 
Please note:  There will be no Mass at the Convent to-
day.  Father Greg is going to Ireland to see Father Andrew! 

Friday, 18th. December 
Advent Taizé Prayer here in Our Lady & St. Joseph’s at 
7.30 p.m.  The Liturgy will last about 45 minutes and will 
consist of Taizé chants, scripture readings, silence & inter-
cessions.  The singing will be lead by the Taizé Choir.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to prepare for Christmas 
with reflection and prayer. 

Friday, 25th. December 
Christmas Day!  Christmas Morning Mass Would all the 
young children, say ten and under, who are coming to the 
Christmas Morning 10 a.m. Mass, please bring with them 
one of the presents they receive for Christmas?  It would 
probably be helpful if the present wasn’t too large or too 
noisy! 

Churches Together in Carlisle 

The Steering Group for the Street Pastors Project is 
looking for a volunteer who could take the minutes of their 
meetings and, maybe, deal with a small amount of corre-
spondence.  If you are interested and would like to volun-
teer, please contact Rev. David Hasson on 01228 522645 
or e-mail him at revhasson@aol.com to offer your help. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes Youth Section 
An amazing opportunity for young people aged 16-23 

to meet new people, serve others - especially the sick -
and discover faith.  Dates: 22nd. July - 2nd. August, 2010 
[for coach pilgrims] and 23rd. - 30th. July [for flight pil-
grims]; cost: £590.  Closing deadline for applications: 
29th. January, 2010.  Booking forms can be found at 
www.castleriggmanor.co.uk. 

Christmas Capers Raffle 
After the raffle on Friday evening, some prizes remained 
unclaimed.  They are available for collection after Masses 
today or from the Rectory. 
�� yellow ticket  179  Margaret Gilmour 
�� green ticket   127  on 017684 83692 
�� green ticket   125  on 017684 83692 
�� green ticket   214  no name or number 
�� white ticket   274  no name or number 
Prizes unclaimed by Christmas Eve will be donated to 
charity. 

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single, 
widowed, separated and divorced Catholics of all ages 
[over 18 years] meet, either one to one or through social 
events.  All members receive a monthly bulletin called 
Catholic Networking.  Please telephone: 0161 941 3498, 
visit the website at www.catholicsingles.org.uk or e-mail 
them at info@catholicsingles.org.uk for more informa-
tion. 

SESSION for READERS - IMPORTANT! 
The Deanery Pastoral Council has asked Father 

Geoffrey Steel to offer a training and formation 
session for Readers from the whole Deanery.  The 
date Geoffrey suggests is Saturday, 29th. May, in 
St. Augustine’s Parish Centre from 10.45 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  However, Geoffrey is aware that this is the 
Spring Bank Holiday weekend and is worried that, 
therefore, some people will be unable to attend. 

Would all  our readers please think about this 
and let me know if you are unable to attend as 
soon as possible?  Thank you!  Father Michael 


