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Sunday Mass Music:Entrancel71 When Jesus Comé&ffertory 161 Jesus the Word.
CommunionCommunion Song (ChoirRecessional 72 Songs of Thankfulness.

PARISH STATISTICS OUR ANNUAL STATISTICAL
RETURNS to the Diocese are
made at this time of the year. Our

CATH BAPTS CONVERTS FIRST CONF MARR DEATHS MASS
POP. COMM  -IRM -IAGE ATT

1968 1800 51 6 ? 6 30 28 1205 available statistics go back to 1968
1969 1800 58 5 53 4 23 31 1342 and it is interesting to compare the
18;2 12;8 3‘11 g gg 644 gg i; Eﬁ figures for 2008 with some previ-
1972 1800 48 3 44 75 26 29 1165 Ous years. For example the number
1973 1800 37 6 41 6 22 18 ” of Baptisms is higher than it has
1974 1750 36 4 37 4 27 26 1159 been for some time, but Marriage
ig;g ggg 2(2) i gg gé ig gg Egg figures have never been lower ex-
1977 1780 44 3 30 43 19 25 1065  Ceptfor 2003. On the other hand
1978 1600 43 1 32 36 22 21 891 Sunday Mass attendance is increas-
1979 1600 43 4 26 28 20 16 869 ing, probably as the result of the
1980 1590 38 2 28 25 9 17 1010 additional Mass for the Polish com-
1981 1483 26 1 24 39 25 18 757 munity which since last October
iggg iggi j; ‘2" ig gi g i; ;ig takes place weekly instead of just
1984 1637 35 2 16 37 17 22 715 monthly. The Sunday Mass atten-
1985 1708 45 0 24 21 15 20 719 dance figures are the average Mass
182? ggg gg ; 12 12 i? ig gié numbers on each of the Sundays in
1088 1750 37 1 5 e 29 20 650 October. Last year 'there' was just
1989 1750 o5 6 27 26 23 21 625 one new adult received into the
1990 1700 56 4 24 18 20 21 655 parish community, though this year
1991 1700 43 7 24 26 28 23 627 there are three who are hoping to
1992 1700 64 5 22 13 21 23 607 be received at Easter. So some
o s S 2 s 2 2 D endsare encouraging Parens are
1995 1730 45 10 18 10 12 29 554 clearly still wanting their children
1996 1700 40 6 25 11 12 22 525 to be brought up in the Faith as
gg; ggg gg g 294 241 173 gi 451%32 they were themselves and are ask-
1099 1650 35 5 25 > 7 18 462 ing for Baptlsm for them. Less en-
2000 1650 28 4 4 11 12 29 456 couraging is the number of church
2001 1600 36 4 14 18 7 27 469 weddings. This, of course, reflects
2002 1600 33 4 16 15 7 25 371 a national trend where so many
Seae om0 B B 5 E & yongcowlsotitiosstup
2005 1500 14 2 5 3 9 18 367 home together without .

2006 1600 25 2 10 3 14 26 340 undertaking the solemn commit-
2007 1600 29 3 12 4 14 27 401 ment of marriage vows.

2008 1600 43 1 14 1 6 30 485
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THE CRIB comes down this week. Demolition men are
asked to meet tomorrow (Monday) at 9.30 am.

THE SVP publish today their quarterly financial returns.
See the noticeboard.

2009 DIOCESAN DIRECTORY on sale at the back of
church. You can easily save the £2.50 it costs in unneces-
sary telephone calls when you have the information at
your fingertips!

MASS INTENTIONS & SERVICES
FOR THE COMING WEEK
Saturday 6.00pm (Alston) The Parish
Sunday 11th Jan 10.00am John Nee
BAPTISM OF THE | 4.30pm Jack & Stella Messenger
LORD 6.00pm Polish Mass
Monday 12.10pm John Shepherd (jnr) sick
Tuesday 12.10pm Mary & Clem Welsh &
Family
Wednesday 12.10pm John Kelly
Thursday 12.10pm Nora Clooney
Friday 12.10pm Margaret Lawless
Saturday 12.10pm Tom & Anne Howley &
Family
6.00pm (Alston) Dec’d Turner &
Mallinder Families
Sunday 18th Jan 10,00am Jennifer Morrison
2nd Sunday in 11.00am Baptism Samuel James
Ordinary Time Forster
4.30pm The Parish
6.00pm Polish Mass
In your prayers please also remember:Bernadette Osman,
Ann Schrubba , Altea Johnston, Patrick FoleyjaO8bnella,
Kevin Arbuckle, Tess McNulty, Bob Barwise and J@tep-
herd (Jnr)who are sick.

THE PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT
GROUP met with its six new members last Tuesday.
You can see photos of them on the new dedicated PPDG
noticeboard at the back of church. Several new initiatives
were agreed:-

: The formation of a Mother/Toddler Group for
which we need volunteers.

An International Social Evening when groups
would be invited to bring just one national dish
all of us to sample. There would be games for te
children and a dance for adults. Provisional da
for this - Saturday March 21st.
A parish Lent Day Retreat on Saturday March 14th
for which we have already booked Fr Peter Velfity.
An effort to encourage lapsed parishioners to r¢
turn to their Faith by advertising (in the local
press) the availability of an understanding ear.
The re-formation of the Parish Liturgical Group
To encourage parishioners to take part in cated
ical formation programmes; e.g 3 parishioners
have signed up for the dioces&mhoes’ pro-
gramme (see noticeboard).

A greater ecumenical involvement

meeting March 2nd.
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DAIVA PETKEVICIUTE is now our new regular or-

ganist at the 10.0 and 4.30 Masses on Sunday and for
weddings and funerals and other services when needed.
She is from Lithuania and has much musical experience

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS COLOURING COM-
PETITION - the winners of this competition will be an-
nounced after the 4.30 Mass today

in both Europe and this country. We are very fortunate tg
have her and she is most welcome. We are also gratefu
to Madge, Paul, and Stuart who so willingly helped out
when we were short-handed.

PEACE SUNDAY is next Sunday when the Bishops of
England and Wales invite us to reflect on the fact that
there can be no peace when there are so many inequal
ties which disfigure our world. Learn more about this
when our parish J & P Group meet in the Rectory this
Tuesday at 7.30.

PARENTS OF CHILDREN DUE TO MAKE THEIR
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION are asked to meet Fr
Turner in the Rectory next Sunday at 11.30. First Co
munions this year will take place on the Feast of Cor
Christi, Sunday June 14th.

DUS

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN
UNITY approaches and the Combined Ecumenical Ser-
vice for Unity is, this year, at the Church of Scotland in

Chapel Street on Sunday January 25th at 6.30.

Smile LineS

Observations on modern life

*kkk
A cabbie is a fare- minded person.
A closed mouth gathers no foot.
A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail.
A fine is a tax for doing wrong, A tax is a fine for doin
well
A job at a nursery can lead to a budding career.
A man said his credit card was stolen but he decided
to report it because the thief was spending less than
wife.
A will is a dead giveaway
According to my calculations problems don't exist.
Age doesn’t always bring wisdom, sometimes age cd
all by itself.
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