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BISHOP PATRICK, as you may have realised by 
now, didn’ t make it for the Deanery Visitation last 
week. This was due to the fact that there were two 
clergy funerals during the week and that his health 
of late has not been too good. He did manage, how-
ever, to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation at 
Wigton and St Bede’s. 

SOLEMN SUNG VESPERS OF ADVENT today 
at 3.30. This will i nclude Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament - an ideal way to celebrate the 
start of the Church’s new liturgical year. 

‘REJOICE’ will l ead the music at today’s 4.30 
Mass. 

OTHER ADVENT OCCASIONS.  

· A combined parishes’ Liturgy of Reconcili a-
tion at St Augustine’s on Friday 15th Decem-
ber. 

· Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Sat-
urday December 16th from 2.0 to 4.0 

· Parish Advent Carol Service at St Gabriel’s 
at 3.30 on Sunday December 17th 

ADVANC E NOTICE - Christmas Eve this year 
falls on a Sunday and because there’s a Christmas 
Vigil Mass at Alston at 6.0 pm and the usual 
Christmas Midnight Mass here at Our Lady’s, it 
seems sensible to cancel the 4.30 Sunday Mass on 
December 24th. 

HELP! The ‘Bethlehem Construction Company’ 
who put up our Crib, could do with volunteers to 
help erect the Crib on Monday 18th December at 
10.0am . No skill s required; no salary given!         
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The First Sunday 
of Advent 

December 3rd 2006 

The Rectory, Warwick Square, Carlisle.  CA1 1LB 
Tel (01228) 521509     Fax (01228) 599193 

Website: www.olsjcarlisle.org.uk 
Email: olsjcarlisle@aol.com 
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STEWARDSHIP….. 
...continuing, and developing, the ideas and ob-
jects of Stewardship Dympna Magee will speak 
at all Masses next Sunday. Many of you will 
know Dympna. She retired from her post as 
Adult Education Off icer for the diocese last year, 
but continues to be involved in diocesan paro-
chial affairs, especially in the field of building up 
communities based on prayer and the Scriptures. 
She is an excellent speaker and we look forward 
to her advancing and further explaining to us 
what Stewardship is all about.   

MAGNIFICAT - a concert in honour of Our 
Lady in Carlisle Cathedral on Saturday December 
9th at 7.30. Details on the noticeboard. Presented 
by the Abbey Singers and Fine Arts Brass. 
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Smile L ines 

GRAVE SITUATIONS 
On the way to a funeral the priest tapped the 
driver on the shoulder to ask him a question. 
When the driver visibly jumped the priest 
apologised for startling him. “That's all right” 
the driver replied “ it's just that I usually  drive 
the hearse.”  
Shortly after attending a funeral two old men 
were discussing the will of their deceased 
friend. “What did he leave?” asked one. 
“Everything” replied the other. 

EXTRA COLLE CTION TODAY for the poor 
parishes of the diocese. We have in our diocese 
many small country parishes who sometimes find 
it hard to make ends meet. Traditionally the better 
off parishes help those who so often are unable to 
help themselves. 
SVP CHRISTMAS CAPERS the social event of 
the year! It's on Friday December 15th at 7.0 in 
the Rectory. Support the work of our parish St 
Vincent de Paul Society by contributing towards 
the bric a brac stall , the fancy goods, tombola and 
raff le. Come yourself and join in the fun. You will 
find it is also fun giving a helping hand; ring 
Moira Butler on 527158 if you can. 
SPIRITUALITY IN CUMBRIA. The Cumbria 
Spirituali ty Network meets from 10.0 to 3.0 next 
Saturday, December 9th, at the Tithebarn in Gras-
mere (opposite St Oswald's church). The Network 
is for all Christians who are interested in sharing 
the rich spiritual resources of the Christian Faith. 
Cost £5 and bring a shared lunch. 
CATHOLIC & SINGLE? A new organisation 
helps practising Catholics meet other Catholics. 
There's a notice on the board about it.  

A LOCAL CHARITY, Community Projects Car-
lisle, works with young people who are homeless. 
CPC would like to provide their young clients 
with a Christmas gift, since many of them have no 
families to spend Christmas with. Parishioners are 
invited to put together a shoe-box of small gifts, 
for example gloves, scarf, hat, socks, toiletries etc. 
There's a fuller li st on the noticeboard. Bring back 
boxes by next Sunday, unsealed, and without 
medication, alcohol, cigarettes, or anything with 
your name or address on.   

VOCATIONS PROMOTION THOUGHT:- 
John the Baptiser made ready a way for the Lord. 
Consider being a priest, deacon, or religious to do 
the same for the people of today. If God is calli ng 
you, get in touch with the Diocesan Vocations Di-
rector, Fr Manny Gribben, in Cleator. 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING? You couldn't do 
better than to go to the Carlisle One World Shop 
behind the HSBC Bank for your cards and attrac-
tive gifts. At the same time you will be helping the 
Fairtrade movement and small producers in the 
Third World. 
SR HELEN PREJEAN who wrote the true story 
of a man on death row in the US - Dead Man 
Walking - and about whom an Oscar-Winning film 
was made starring Susan Saradon, is coming to 
Newcastle City Hall next year to attend a weekend 
conference with Fr Timothy Radcli ffe and others. 
It is not till next November, but early booking is 
advised. See the special website www.sisterhelen.
co.uk There's some literature at the back of church.  
GETTING MARRIED SOON? Couples who 
have arranged weddings in any of our local par-
ishes are expected to take part in a preparation 
course. The next one is at the Cumbria Park Hotel 
from 10 to 4.0 on Sunday February 11th. Make a 
note of it! 


