
THE PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP met again last Monday and once more the 
main item on the agenda was the Stewardship ini-
tiative that as a parish we are embarking upon. 
Highlighted on the weekend of December 9/10 
(when Dympna Magee will be speaking) will be 
the immense amount of talent that’s in this commu-
nity, and we can consider on subsequent weeks 
how this can be harnessed for the benefit of us all . 
More details next week, but in the meantime you 
might like to know the membership of the reconsti-
tuted PPDG. Any offer of help or information 
about Stewardship can be had from them. The 
members are:- Lynne Garbarino, Tricia O’Donnell , 
Peter Fitzsimmons, Judith Chandler, Pat Black-
shaw, Christine McPake, Tessa Nash, Mary Da-
vies, Kevin Crawley, our two deacons Gib Harri-
son and John Constable, Fr Verity and Fr Turner. 
Members of the PPDG are also open to hearing 
suggestions from parishioners about how best we 
can go about re-vitalising our parish. Please hand 
in as soon as you can the outstanding question-
naires which were given out three weeks ago. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT is next 
week and there will be at 3.30 Solemn Sung Ves-
pers of Advent. Rejoice will be leading our singing 
at the 4.30 Mass next week. Looking ahead to other 
Advent occasions there will be a combined parish 
Liturgy of Reconcili ation at St Augustine’s on Fri-
day December 15th, Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament on Saturday December 16th at 2.0, and an 
Advent Carol Service at St Gabriel’s at 3.30 on 
Sunday December 17th. Christmas Eve, as you 
know, is a Sunday and it seems sensible to cancel 
the 4.30 Mass that day as there will be a 6.0pm at 
Alston and Midnight Mass.               
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BISHOP PATRICK O’DONOGHUE… 

….is coming to visit our Deanery this week. He is, 
of course, most welcome, and he will be based for 
the week here at Our Lady’s from where he will be 
conducting Confirmations, visiting schools and re-
ligious communities, parishes and clergy. Here in 
Our Lady’s there is a meeting in the Rectory of 
representatives from all l ocal parish councils at 
7.30 on Tuesday evening.   

NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY is celebrated to-
day throughout the country, celebrating  the com-
mitment, vitali ty, and potential of our young peo-
ple. Nelson Mandela said to the young people of 
his country:- Sometimes it falls on a generation to 
be great. You can be that great generation. Let 
your greatness blossom. That is also our prayer for 
our youth.                                                              
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Smile L ines 

Experience is something you don't get until 
just after you need it. 
There are two theories about arguing with a 
woman. Neither one works. 
The quickest way to double your money is to 
fold it in half and put it back in your pocket. 
Generally speaking you aren't learning much 
if your lips are moving. 
A turkey crossing the road is poultry in mo-
tion. 

‘ENERGIZE’ . The youth group for those in 
school years 8 & 9 meets this Wednesday from 7.0 
to 9.0 at St Edmund's in Orton Road. New faces 
are welcome! Gilli an has more information on 077 
3806 9379. 
‘THE VINE’ . The youth group for those in school 
years 6 & 7 meets Saturday December 2nd from 
2.0 to 4.0 at St Gabriel's, Victoria Place. Fun, 
games, activities, creative prayer, and more! All 
welcome! Again, contact Gilli an for details. 
PROPOSED NEW STATUES IN THE SANC-
TUARY. One or two parishioners have pointed 
out that in a world where so many suffer it is a bit 
extravagant spending so much money on eight new 
statues. This is a very reasonable point of view and 
if there was a majority of parishioners who thought 
li kewise perhaps we ought to reconsider whether 
we ought to go to such expense. (About £230 for 
each statue.) 
SURVIVE/MIVA. Terry Gill ow who spoke at all 
the Masses last Sunday has written to thank parish-
ioners for the £584 they gave to the charity.   

ST AUGUSTINE’S are having their Parish Fayre 
today (Sunday) from 2.0pm. Gifts, raff le, stalls etc. 
 
AT ALSTON tonight (Saturday) we welcome Al-
ison Geary, a Methodist Minister, who is research-
ing Methodist/Catholic relations in England. Since 
we share our church at Alston with the local Meth-
odists it will be interesting to hear her tell us some-
thing of her work. 
 
SVP CHRISTMAS CAPERS - on Friday Decem-
ber 15th (please note change of date) at 7.0 in the 
Rectory. Support the work of our parish St Vincent 
de Paul Society by contributing towards the bric a 
brac, fancy goods, tombola, and raff le - and of 
course come yourself to join in the fun, and even 
give a hand if you can. Ring Maura Butler 527158 
 
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES. One or two 
people asked recently for planned giving enve-
lopes. If you were one of them you can find a pack 
of envelopes on the table at the back of church. 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE. Cou-
ples who have arranged weddings in any of our lo-
cal parishes are reminded that they are expected to 
take part in a preparation course if they wish to be 
married in a Catholic church. The next one-day 
course takes place in the Cumbria Park Hotel on 
Sunday 11th February and lasts from 10.0 to 4.0 
(including lunch). Please make a note of the date 
now if you have booked a wedding. 
 
NOTICE THESE WEBSITES! The parish web-
site has a lot about our new stewardship scheme 
(see overleaf for the website address), and there's a 
new useful website for Catholics who work in the 
Health Service and Social Care:- 
www.catholicsinhealthcare.com 


