
HERE’S AN INTERESTING STATISTIC. 
In 1967 there were five parishes in Carlisle. 
Today there are six. Then there were twelve 
priests in those parishes, now there are six. 
There were twelve Masses every Sunday in 
1967, now there are thirteen. 4,200 people 
came to Mass in 1967; in 2005 there were 
1,328. Thus, half the number of priests are of-
fering more Masses each Sunday for 70% 
fewer people! Discuss. 

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE to the shrine of 
Our Lady of Lourdes at Cleator on September  
11th. A date for your diary.  
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LEBANON APPEAL TODAY. From what 
you read in the papers and see on TV there ap-
pears to be a humanitarian disaster developing 
in that country. CAFOD have asked each par-
ish to give our people an opportunity to con-
tribute to the relief of the suffering of so many 
innocents. I know we have had a lot of special 
collections recently but this is one of those one-
off appeals to our generosity. We will have a 
second collection for Lebanon at today’s 
Masses after Communion.  

THE LATE MARTHA CREGAN’S family 
would like to thank everyone who came to her 
funeral, and also for the Mass cards, donations 
to the Hospice at Home,  and condolences 
which were very much appreciated by the fam-
ily at this sad time. 

SITUATION VACANT. Churches Together 
in Carlisle have a new electronic newsletter 
(carlislechurchclarion@hotmail .co.uk) and it 
tells us that a minutes secretary is needed ur-
gently. Expenses are paid and it says a reward 
in heaven is available. The job requires some 
basic computer skills and the abil ity to use 
email to distribute notices and information to 
members about four times a year. Contact Ma-
jor Mel Robinson on 534379 or email him on 
mel174@btopenworld.com if you feel you can 
contribute something to the unity of Christians 
here in our own city. 

P.T.O. 
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The Feast of the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord  

August 6th 2006 

The Rectory, Warwick Square, Carlisle.  CA1 1LB 
Tel (01228) 521509     Fax (01228) 599193 

Website: www.olsjcarlisle.org.uk 
Email: olsjcarlisle@aol.com 
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 “ COME AND SEE” - a conference about 
spirituali ty with the famous John Vanier, the 
founder of L’Arche community. Saturday/
Sunday 8/9 September from 9.30 to 6.0 each 
day in the Floral Hall Complex in Southport. 
Booking forms available from Irenaeus, 31 
Rosemary Lane, Formby, Merseyside (enclose 
a s.a.e.) or email chris@irenaeus.freeserve.co.
uk  

FESTIVAL FOR YOUNG ADULT S (ages 
16 to 35) is being held at Walsingham from 
24th to 28th August. This is an annual event 
presented by Youth 2000 and has a very large 
following. There are details on the noticeboard 
or contact www.youth2000.org or gods-
gift@walsingham. There are no fees, just a do-
nation if you can afford it. 

CERTIFICATE IN PARISH CATECHESIS 
In conjunction with the Maryvale Institute of 
Birmingham the diocese is offering a two year 
distance learning course for those who want to 
train themselves and others in the Faith. There 
are three study days and a Retreat at Keswick, 
but the rest of the course consists of studying at 
home with materials sent from Birmingham. 
The parish could justifiably subsidise any pa-
rishioner undertaking this course. Fr Turner has 
an explanatory brochure.                                           
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Smile L ines 

The new wife neatly labelled her homemade 
freezer meals ‘Lasagne’ , ‘Beef Stew’ , 
‘Chicken Casserole’ etc., but when her hus-
band came home from work he never asked 
for any of these meals. She soon learned. 
Now they are neatly tagged: ‘Whatever’ , 
‘Anything’ , ‘ I don’ t know’ , ‘ I don’ t care’ , 
‘Something Good’ , or just ‘Food’ . 
 
Attending a wedding for the first time a littl e 
girl asked her mother why the bride wore 
white. “Because white is the colour of happi-
ness and today is the happiest day of her li fe” 
said her mother. The child thought for a mo-
ment and said “So why is the groom wearing 
black?”   

HOLYDAY S OF OBLIGATION - a further ex-
planation. The diminishing observance of many 
Holydays of Obligation (not noticeable in Our 
Lady’s at the 12.10 Mass!) has led the Bishops to 
bring our practice in England and Wales into line 
with what is done in the universal Church. What is 
going to happen is that the Epiphany, the Ascen-
sion, and Corpus Christi will now be celebrated on 
Sundays. Other Holydays ( i.e. Christmas, SS Peter 
& Paul, the Assumption, and All Saints) will stay 
as they are, and with the exception of Christmas 
Day will be celebrated on the Sunday only if they 
happen to fall on a Saturday or a Monday. Hope 
that is not too complicated! It all comes into effect 
after the First Sunday of Advent this year. 
 
COMM UNICATING WITH DEAF PEOPLE. A 
training session (an hour and a half) at St Bede’s 
Community Centre at 2.0 pm on September 19th. 
Patricia Hodgson, who works as a Deaf Tutor with 
Catholic Caring Services, is presenting the course.
Tell Fr Turner if you would like to go or ’phone 
Christopher Barwise on 01772 732313.    
 
A DIOCESAN HOUSE OF FORMATION for 
those interested in the priesthood is based in Clea-
tor. Young men who would benefit from a year of 
discernment and the opportunity to serve others in 
the Church are invited to learn about priesthood 
and experience pastoral life in this pleasant setting. 
Contact Fr Manny Gribben on 01946 810324 or 
email him on e.gribben@merseymail .com   


