
THE PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP met during the past week and discussed 
many things, not least a Stewardship Campaign in 
the parish. You remember a couple of years ago we 
dipped our toe in the water by having a parish audit 
of talent and gifts which could be used for the 
benefit of us all . There was some success as a re-
sult because more people became involved in par-
ish li fe. We need to go a bit further perhaps, but not 
being too sure how and where we go from here we  
invited Simon Thorrington to come to our next 
meeting (since then he has agreed to come). Our 
neighbours at St Augustine’s and at Wigton are fur-
ther along the line than ourselves and we believe 
with some success. We would like to copy them. 

‘ IGNITE’ Youth Service this Tuesday from 7.0 to 
8.30 at St Augustine’s church. All 13 to 19 year 
olds more than welcome 
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS NEXT SUN-
DAY at the 10.0 Mass. Rejoice will provide the 
music for this most important parish occasion. 
Please pray for the young people who for the first 
time become fully fledged members of our parish 
community and that through the example of their 
parents their attachment to Our Lord will deepen 
and mature over the years. 

DEANERY COLL ABORATIVE MINISTRY 
COURSE entitled With Hearts and Minds starts at 
Our Lady’s on Wednesday May 10 (In the Rectory 
from 7.30 to 9.30) and continues for five more 
Wednesday evenings. The course is largely based 
on a series of reflections on our participation in the 
Mass. Our deacon John Constable will provide 
more information on 593699. There are also flyers 
and a poster with details at the back of church. 

L ITURGY OF THE WORD WITH CHIL-
DREN. Would anybody like to help? There’s an 
attractive looking day course run by the diocese at 
the University of Lancaster on Saturday May 13th. 
Should a group wish to go the parish would subsi-
dise their expenses. This is the way our children 
participate in the Mass and it is important we help 
them develop in their faith. There’s a notice about 
it at the back of church and/or see Fr Turner. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CARLISLE. An 
ecumenical representative is needed from the par-
ish to replace the late John Stewart who used to go 
on our behalf. A priest/minister plus a lay member 
should go from each Christian community. Again, 
see Fr Turner if you would like to be involved.   

P.T.O. 
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TWO ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. Kevin 
Hickey, our retired deacon, thanks you for the 
many cards and expressions of sympathy he re-
ceived during his recent incapacity. He writes The 
Lord in his kindness heard your prayers and I am 
mobile again with only minor problems. The family 
of the late Albert Grant thank you for the collection 
taken after Albert's funeral Mass. £710 was do-
nated which was divided equally between the char-
ity SANE and the fund for retired diocesan clergy. 

MAKING POVERTY HISTORY. The struggle 
for the cancellation of unpayable and unjust debts 
continues. There's some success - Zambia, for ex-
ample, as a result of debt cancellation, can now 
spend more on health and education. Teachers and 
health workers are being taken on, school building 
projects launched, and the HIV/AIDS programme 
expanded. Obviously your pressure pays off! Inci-
dentally, your giving to the J & P Easter draw will 
benefit Zambia. The £187 donated will be taken by 
Fr Baron on his next visit to the Chivuna water pro-
ject. 

ST BEDE’S LADIES invite ladies from our parish 
to an Ecumenical Service in their church on Mon-
day May 8th at 2.30. There's a tea afterwards. Mai-
sie Hickey on 520433 would like to know how 
many are going for catering purposes.     

VOCATIONS SUNDAY is next Sunday, and the 
3.30 Holy Hour next week will be for an increase 
in vocations in our diocese. Fr Manny Gribben, the 
diocesan promoter of vocations reminds us that 
during the Easter season we should reflect on what 
it means to be Baptised. One consequence is that 
we are called to li ve the Christian vocation, and 
each of us has a particular vocation in li fe. It is no 
good praying for vocations to the priesthood or re-
ligious li fe if we are always thinking it is a member 
of somebody else's family who will hear that call ! 
A Parish is a community of families and we need to 
be open to the possibili ty that God's call will come 
to one's own, even me. Some facts & figures: - in 
1980, worldwide, 3860 men were ordained to the 
diocesan priesthood. In 2000 this increased to 
6814. In 1941 the ratio of priests to Catholics in 
England & Wales was 1:411. Today it is 1:750, 
about the same as it was in 1871. (Compare the 
USA 1:1250, and Brazil 1:8659). In the last three 
years there has been in England and Wales a mod-
est increase in entries to the seminaries. The aver-
age entry age is now 31, compared with 25 in 1986. 
Ushaw College is running Discernment Weekends 
again - for those unsure of what their vocation in 
li fe may be. There are flyers with more details in 
the church porch. 

THE DIOCESAN CARING SERVICES are 
grateful for the support given at the Crib Collection 
each Christmas. Please consider the Caring Ser-
vices in your charitable giving and when making a 
Will . In this way you can make a fitting and lasting 
memorial and make a positive difference to those 
whose lives are vulnerable. John Gildert on 01772 
732313 has more information.                                                                              
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Smile L ines 

Even more schoolboy howlers…. 
“At the time of Shakespeare Miguel 
Cervantes was writing Donkey Hotel (Don 
Quixote) in Spain. Milton wrote Paradise 
Lost. Since then no one has ever found it.”  
 
“Beethoven wrote music even though he was 
deaf. He was so deaf he had to write loud mu-
sic. He expired in 1827 and died soon after.”  
 
“Bach, who practised on an old spinster in the 
attic, was the world's most famous composer, 
and so was Handel. Handel was half German, 
half Italian, and half English.”  


