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The 7th Sunday 
of Ordinary Time 

19th February 2006 

The Rectory, Warwick Square, Carlisle.  CA1 1LB 
Tel (01228) 521509     Fax (01228) 599193 

Website: www.olsjcarlisle.org.uk 
Email: olsjcarlisle@aol.com 
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PARISH STATISTICS 
 
           CATH     BAPTS     CONVERTS      FIRST      CONF       MARR       DEATHS      MASS 
            POP.                                                COMM.                                                             ATT. 
1968    1800          51                   6                    ?              6               30                28            1205 
1969    1800          58                   5                   53            4                23                31            1342 
1970    1875          41                   9                   33           64               23                27            1143 
1971    1800          54                   5                   39            4                29                49            1214 
1972    1800          48                   3                   44           75               26                29            1165 
1973    1800          37                   6                   41            6                22                18                ? 
1974    1750          36                   4                   37            4                27                26            1159 
1975    1800          52                   1                   35           92               20                30            1132 
1976    1750          40                   1                   25           35               17                23            1065 
1977    1780          44                   3                   30           43               19                25            1065 
1978    1600          43                  11                  32           36               22                21             891 
1979    1600          43                   4                   26           28               20                16             869 
1980    1590          38                   2                   28           25                9                 17            1010 
1981    1483          26                   1                   24           39               25                18             757 
1982    1562          47                   4                   26           32               17                17             715 
1983    1594          45                   2                   18           24               17                18             748 
1984    1637          35                   2                   16           37               17                22             715 
1985    1708          45                   0                   24           21               15                20             719 
1986    1735          49                   1                   15           15               23                20             631 
1987    1732          32                   2                   13           13               17                17             643 
1988    1750          37                   1                    9            17               29                30             650 
1989    1750          25                   6                   27           26               23                21             625 
1990    1700          56                   4                   24           18               20                21             655 
1991    1700          43                   7                   24           26               28                23             627 
1992    1700          64                   5                   22           13               21                23             607 
1993    1750          53                   6                   25            6                18                27             579 
1994    1750          32                 10                   24           38               18                28             595 
1995    1730          45                 10                   18           10               12                22             554 
1996    1700          40                  6                    25           11               12                22             525 
1997    1700          36                  4                    24            4                13                33             516 
1998    1700          37                  0                     9            21                7                 24             463 
1999    1650          35                  6                    26           22                7                 18             462 
2000    1650          28                  4                      4           11               12                29             456 
2001    1600          36                  4                    14           18                 7                27             469             
2002    1600          33                  4                    16           15                 7                25             371  
2003    1600          21                  5                    25           19                 3                23             400 
2004    1500          34                  1                    16           11               11                35             365  
2005    1500          14                  2                     5             3                  9                18             367 

PARISH STATISTICAL RE-
TURNS  have to be made to the 
Bishop each year and they are 
published here with returns for 
the previous 37 years for the sake 
of comparison. You can see that 
over the years there have been 
massive changes. Sunday Mass 
attendance, for example,  is quite 
different (fewer Masses, fewer 
priests, other distractions on a 
Sunday). First Communions and 
Confirmations - much lower these 
days - mainly because of the 
lower numbers of Catholics in our 
parish school. This year, for in-
stance, none of the seven children 
in our First Communion Class 
goes to St Cuthbert’s School. 
If couples enter matrimony at all , 
there are other places apart from 
churches where they can legally 
get married. Statistically, there-
fore, there’s a drop in the number 
of marriages in our church. Bap-
tisms are down, but this just 
seems to be a year with an excep-
tionally low birthrate - but deaths 
are lower than average too. Un-
surprisingly people’s generosity 
has not lessened. Even though we 
generously support many chari-
ties the parish does not as a result 
suffer financially.   

THE GOOD NEWS  (which is not shown in these figures) is that more parishioners than ever are active in the affairs 
of the parish as Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Catechists, members of committees etc. So all is not lost!  
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 Smile L ines 

Policeman to man pacing the pavement at 
three o'clock in the morning “What are you 
doing here?” Man: “ I forgot my key, officer, 
and I'm waiting for my children to come 
home and let me in.”  
 
When I was younger I hated going to wed-
dings. All my aunts would poke me in the 
ribs and say “You're next” . They soon 
stopped it when I would do the same to them 
at funerals. 
 
‘Dad' said the littl e boy ‘What does a man's 
better half mean?' ‘Usually she means ex-
actly what she says' was the reply  

MARANATHA are having their monthly meeting 
this coming Tuesday at St George's URC church in 
Warwick Road at 7.30. Christians of all traditions 
are welcome to come and share their Faith with 
each other. 
 
WOMEN TOGETHER IN THE DIOCESE OF 
LANCASTER are having a weekend workshop 
called Cherishing Life at the Elms Hotel in More-
cambe 25/26 March. Several excellent speakers 
have been booked for what appears to be an excit-
ing occasion. Maureen Wilson (tel. 515012) is our 
deanery contact person. She has more details, and 
there's a notice at the back  of church. Fr Turner 
also has booking forms. 
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CUMBRIA are 
organising a Walk Cumbria ecumenical event this 
summer. It is endorsed by our own Bishop and 
consists in Christians of all denominations staging 
religious events in partnership with local churches 
to reach out to those who go to no church. Appar-
ently this idea has met with great success in other 
parts of the country. Fr Turner has more details for 
anybody who might be interested. 
 
DEANERY SOCIAL EVENING at Harraby 
Catholic Club on Tuesday March 21st. Tickets are 
£3 each and can be had from either of the deacons 
or Fr Turner after the Sunday Masses. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
THE PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP met during the week. The main item of 
discussion centred on briefing papers which had 
been sent to all parishes detaili ng the financial 
difficulties the diocese is facing. We were asked 
to agree on particular options whereby parishes 
(who in recent years, we were told,  had inade-
quately supported the central administration of 
the diocese) could help the diocese find, once 
again, financial viabili ty. We were unable to 
agree on any suggested resolution of the diff icul-
ties, but did decide to write to the Trustees and 
the Bishop expressing our views on the current 
situation. When the members of the PPDG have 
agreed on the final wording of the letter we will 
publish it in this parish bulletin. 


