
SATURDAY NOVENA. We asked last week 
if the Rosary would be preferred to the Novena 
Prayers. A democratic process in church last 
Saturday resulted in 8 for the Novena, 5 for the 
Rosary, with a number of abstentions. We 
therefore carry on as usual! 

HARD OF HEARING MASS this Wednes-
day at 2.0 at St Margaret Mary’s. There’s a so-
cial afterwards in the community centre. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CARLISLE. 
Next Sunday a new President is being installed. 
The service starts at the Central Methodist 
Church at 3.0 (presided over by Fr Turner!) and 
at 3.30 continues at the Salvation Army Cita-
del. The CTC is very active in the city initiat-
ing such things as Fairtrade Status for Carlisle, 
the Nightstop Scheme, the One World Centre 
and shop, the local efforts in the Make Poverty 
History Campaign, Carlisle Flood Relief, and 
even the local Credit Union. They have also in-
vited Terry Waite to visit the city where he is 
speaking at Currock Methodist church on Octo-
ber 13th. There are so many things we can do 
together as Christians and the CTC deserves 
our full support. 

THE PRAYER GROUP at St Gabriel’s wel-
comes newcomers. It meets on the first Mon-
day of the month at 7.30. The prayer is contem-
plative in style and lasts about an hour.        
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TODAY a special second collection for the 
Bishop’s Administration Fund. The diocese 
can’ t function without paid employees, off ices, 
and the accompanying pens, pencils, and, these 
days, computers. This fund goes some way to-
wards supporting the essential machinery 
which makes a diocese function. 

LOURDES. Some parishioners might be inter-
ested in the cheaper off season, or even one 
day, pilgrimages that Mancunia are offering. 
You can see details of these on the noticeboard 
at the back of church. 

HARVEST FAMILY FAST DAY is on Octo-
ber 7th this year. Envelopes for your offering to 
CAFOD to relieve the suffering of the poor in 
the undeveloped world will be distributed next 
week. 

NEXT SUNDAY there is a Family Mass at 
10.0. The children will t ake a full part in the of-
fertory procession, the singing, the Readings 
and the prayers. 

HAVE YOU GOT AN OLD WEDDING 
DRESS? An unusual request from a lady from 
Carlisle who visits Malawi regularly. Appar-
ently young brides in that country can’ t afford 
to buy wedding dresses which in their culture 
are essential for a proper wedding. An old wed-
ding dress in the back of the wardrobe could 
bring a lot of happiness to a young bride.              

P.T.O. 
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THE PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOP-
MENT GROUP had a meeting last week. 
Among the matters discussed was the Waterton 
Hall projected scheme. Little movement was 
detected from the developers, though we have 
been assured that we have not been forgotten! 
Two new members have been elected to the 
Group (more about this later)- Joe Dias and 
Gerald Richardson having come to the end of 
their appointed term. They were thanked for 
their contributions to the PPDG. The flock 
wallpaper behind the high altar is coming to the 
end of its useful li fe (you might have noticed it 
coming adrift a few weeks ago). To replace it 
would need extensive scaffolding in the first 
place and prices are being investigated. Reports 
were received from those who arranged John 
Constables ordination. Socially it was a happy 
occasion and excuses are being sought to have 
similar events in the future! Flood relief efforts, 
the canoe club, music in church, and the chil-
dren's liturgy were other matters discussed. 
The next meeting is on October 20th. 

PRAISE NIGHT You are all i nvited to a char-
ismatic Catholic praise night on 8th Oct, 7.30 
pm at Carlisle Christian Fellowship church. 

THE LORD JOFFE BILL . This Bill , intended to 
legalise physician-assisted suicide, is to be debated 
in the House of Lords on Monday October 10th, 
the first day of the new sitting of Parliament. Write 
to a peer (any peer) poli tely and pleasantly and ask 
him/her to vote against the Joffe Bill because Par-
liament should not let anyone assist a suicide, least 
of all medical personnel. Ask peers to protect li fe, 
for we are all i n danger should such bill s become 
law. If you don't know a peer try House of Lords 
on the internet, or ask Fr Turner, or ring 01253 
391002. 
 
THE EDEN VALLE Y HOSPICE is having its 
14th annual ecumenical Thanksgiving Service in 
Saint Herbert's C of E church (Bl ackwell Rd.) on 
Sunday October 9th at 3.0. 
  
THE JOURNEY OF FAITH series of meetings 
for those outside the Church who might be inter-
ested in what the Church teaches and believes will 
start next month. This year we hope to conduct this 
on a deanery basis, and with this in view five peo-
ple from five different parishes in Carlisle are go-
ing to a day's conference in Leeds on Tuesday to 
learn more about the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults. Watch this space for further details! 
 
MEMBERS OF THE DEANERY PASTORAL 
COUNCIL are reminded that they have a meeting 
this week at St Bede's on Wednesday at 7.30 pm. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Fr Michael Murray, 
happily retired in Christ the King Parish. Next 
week he celebrates the 30th anniversary of his ordi-
nation to the priesthood. There's a special celebr a-
tion Mass at Christ the King on Tuesday October 
4th at 7.0 pm. 
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Smile L ines 

A bishop commenting on one of his 
priests:- “Father sets low personal stan-
dards for himself and consistently fails to 
achieve them.”  
 
A teenage daughter was being taken to 
hospital by her dad for a routine tonsill ec-
tomy. “Dad” she said “how are they going 
to keep my mouth open during the opera-
tion?” “ They are going to give you a 
phone, dear.” he unhesitatingly replied. 


