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of Eastertide
3rd April 2005

A BIG THANK-YOU.......
..... to al who helped with the Holy Week and
Easter ceremonies both at Our Lady’sandin
Alston. When bah churches are so beautifully
deaorated and there ae plenty of volunteasto
help with the liturgy it makes our ceebration
of the Grea Feast al the more meaningful. So,
around d applause for Readers, Servers, Mu-
sicians, Flower Arrangers, Church Officers,
Ministers of the Eucharist, Chair, Saaistans,
and anybody else who might be inadvertently
left out. There was much preparationinvolved
andwe ae all grateful for the time and eff ort
that was put into making these days so spedal
for the parish.

CAFOD £100wasraised for CAFOD with
the JUSTICE & PEACE EASTER DRAW.
Here sthelist of winners:-

1st Prize(Large Easter Egg)Chris Fitzsimmons
2ndPrize (Large Easter Egg) Peter Lawton

3rd Prize (Red Wine) Paul Parkin

4th Prize (White Wine) Bridget Mason

CHILDREN’'SFIRST COMMUNION
PREPARATION &fter the 10.0Massnext
Sunday.

HOLY HOUR TODAY at 3.30

STARTING A NEW FINANCIAL YEAR
means that the new set of Planned Giving En-
velopes comesinto use next week. If you want
apadk, and haven't got one drealy, please let
one of the dergy know. It’'s aso the time when
we can consider the GIFT AID scheme. Those
who pay tax can increase their giving to the
parish by 28% at no further cost to themselves.
All you reed to doisfill i n ore of the Gift Aid
forms you can find at the badk of church, and
either send it yourself to the Diocesan Financial
Officein Lancaster or handit in at the Rectory.
The parish, at the end of the financial yea, has
to prove to the Inland Revenue that you have
adually given the money before we can claim
tax relief. That means that your giving reedsto
be throughthe Planned Giving envelopes, by
cheque, or by bankers' order (for which we @an
provide you with the appropriate form). Please
seriously consider using this painlessmethod
of increasing your support for the parish which
entail s very littl e inconvenienceto yourself.

POLISH MASS. Our Polish parishioners are
reminded that as today isthe first Sunday of
the month there is a Massfor them at 5.30 to-
day. Fr Marian Jachym from Lancaster will
also be available for Confessonsin Polish.

P.T.O.
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THERE'SOBVIOUSLY A GENERAL
ELECTION on the horizonand we ae asked
abou the kind d world wewant to livein.
How you vaeis, of course, a private matter but
the Bishops would like usto refled on some
key isaues to help us make up ou minds.

Where does the candidate standon lifeis-
sues? (eg euthanasia, abortion)
How shoud crime be prevented and hawv
shoud victims and dfenders be treaed?
How does the candidate hope to advance elu-
caiona oppatunitiesfor all?
How committed is the candidate regarding
the environment, promoting peace and jus-
tice pusuing fair trade and aher palicies
which help the poa of the world?
What do ou locd candidates say abou asy-
lum seekers and refugees and hav shoud
they be treaed in ou country?
It isour duty to vate. It's a privil ege that springs
from living in ademocratic society. In deciding
how we cast our vote we shoud ask ourselves
‘How, in the light of the Gospel, can my \ote best

servethe comnon good'.
(Taken from the recent Bishops Conference Letter to the Catholics
of England and Wales on the Genera Eledion

PARISH LITURGY The new members of
the Parish Liturgy Group are reminded that we
agreed to med after the 10.0Mass next Sun-
day.

CATHOLIC PAPERS. Youwill naticethat,
unfortunately, the UNIVERSE has had to in-
crease its cover price from today to £1

NEWMAN SCHOOL arelooking for suitable
peopleto act asinvigilators for pullic examina-
tions. Seethe naticein the church porch for
more details.

LIFE DRAW FOR MARCH
84 - T Burles; 45- W Shepherd; 93- P Laird;
119- Sr Gerald.

SmileLines

A teader was telli ng her classabout the
Good Samaritan, how the man was
beaen, robbed, and |eft for dead. She de-
scribed the incident in vivid detail so that
the dildren could really picture the drama
in their minds. Then she asked the dass,
“1f you saw a person lying at the roadside
al wouncded and deeding, what would
you do?’

Jenny, athougftful little girl, broke the
hushed silence, “ | think I'd vomit!”




