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THIS WEEK'S MUSEH Entry 708 Holy God we praise your nome
Recessional 289 Loed of afl hopefilress

Commumnion $38 Sowi of my Saviour

Cfleriory #67 O, the Tove af miford is the essence

Thanks for your kindness last week with the
second collection for the APOSTLESHIP OF THE
SEA. We were able to send £350 to them to
further thesr imiportant work with seafarers,

Talking about seafarers — our canve club goes
from sirength to strengthl Here's an invitation
for YO parighioners to enjoy a day's canoeling on
Derwentwater departing Newman School at 8.0
and returning about 530 on Sunday August 8.
Roy Wadeson and Gerald Kichardson, both BCU
level 2 coaches, will lead the party paddiing o &t
Herbert's lsland for a picnle and then up the
River Derwent, Bring a set of old clothes and
food. All safety equlpment will be provided.
Trangpory viz shared cars. {High winds will cause
the trip to be cancelledl). Interested? Phone
Gerald  Richardson B377H. New cancelsts
waiting to learn more are welcome.

Last year we had a very successiul Mazs
for the sick and our older parishioners
with 2 strawberry iea afterwards on the
kawn. The SVP are organising a similar
event this year on the Feast Day of our
parish - Sunday August 15%, the Feast of
the Assumption of Our Lady. The
sacrament of the sick will be administered
at the 4.30 Mass and those whe have
difficully with transport are asked to
coptact any member of the SVP or one of
the clergy.

The Sister whe preached for the Missions at
ali the Masses a couple of weeks ago
menticned the fact that the Arms Trade was
directly responsible for suffering in many
Third World countrias. If you would hke the
Prime Minister to know of your concern about
the farge amount of arms the UK exporis
throughout the world you can send a pre-
printed post card 10 him. There iS a pile of
them at the back of church,

There's another socond codecion al adl the Masses
foday - fhe last for some Ume, I fope] TRS one Is for
tie Lancaster Diocesan Catbolle Carbig Services. This
Is onr own charfty carng for fhe deaf, Tind,
homeless childran, and the menially and phy<oally
ncapucitated. There's an office In Carllsle, Barrow,
and Witiebaven, as well as #he bead office n Presion.
in Spenser 5% you might have seen The recently opaned
Shop which caers for those who are bard of feuring.
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4.30 Richard Moborald
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12,10 Special Birthday
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E2 10 Bob, Asnes, Bill Smith
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12,10 William & Roseanne Flayhos
RI 2.0 Carmefie Sisters
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430 Pat Lords Intentions

PLEASE PRAY ¥OR Joho Turner {once af
Alstony what i osick. IU's Edwinag Fraseo's
anpiversary shout this gme. Xsthleen MoGretlis
{%t Cuthbest’s Court} died recently. She iy haing
gremetod 2! 4.G ¢n Monday,
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The Power of Prayer

fn o recent series of bizarre expenments
w Americs, (San Prancisce -~ where
else?), a 1. Elizabeth Targ has been
studving the therapoutic effects of praver
on ALDS and coancer patients.

She i nvestigating whal she calls
“distance healing” in  which those
offering the prayess are far removed
from the patients, who themselves are
not evenn aware that incantations are
betng recited on their behalfl

H's an coffect that would seem o dely
reason - vet Targ reports striking
results. Afier sefecting practising healers
from a number of fradifions —
Christians, Buddhists, Jews, Indian
shamans — she supplied them with the
first  numes, blood  counts  and
phoiographs  of 20 patients  with
advanced AIDS. For an hour a day, over
a fem-week  perind,  the  healers
concenirated  their  thoughts on the
pictures of these patients, but nol on
those of a contyol group of 20 other
AIDS patients.

According to  Targ, the prayed-for
patients had fewer and less severe new
iflnesses, fewer doctor visits,  fewer
haspitalizations and were generally in
better moods than those in the control
SO,

The research has sparked controversy in
America because it is being funded al
the lax payer's expense, { Time Magazine
Jan 2000

The first thought that comes to mind is
Jesus”  admonishment “This  wicked
generation; i1 Is asking for a sign. the
only sign it will be given is the sign of
Jonah" €Lk FH:20)

We may be appaiied that such a cold and
clinical test should be cwrmed out on
those saffering from terminal iliness; in
effect, lesting God; and yel, are we not
ourselves, frequently guilty of the same
sin of lesting God?

We pray fervently for our own needs and
the needs of those we love and we look
for imumediale resuits. We want that job,
botter bealth, a successful relationship,
the resoiution of our problems, And yet,

when we pray, do we really believe that”

God will hear and answer our prayers, of
are we not pulfing him fo the fest? Are
we not frequently amazed when our
prayers are saswered? Op flled with
doubt when the resulis are  not
forthcoming?

Essentially, prayer is a recognition that
we are wholly dependent apon God for
our welibeing, It s our “communion”
with Ged in 2 very real semse; he works
in and through as for our good and the
good of the whole “community™.

God knows each thought we have, so
why nol go to him and talk with him as
you would if vou were to meet him on
the sireet. Prayers do not have 1o be
long, drawn out affairs, but we need to
be precise in what we are asking, and
ask according o what is right for us and
those around us, rather than asking
bindly for what we want. If it glorifies
the Lord, then # will be something good
for us, if it does not, then we shouldn't
be asking for it in our pravers.
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